
Visit to Whitwell Woods - 5th August 2018 

 

7 adults and 1 dog (Ben) met at the lay-by at 9.30 at Whitwell Woods on a warm (soon to be HOT) 

Sunday morning. 

 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Polly Kirk, Charles Seymour and Jim Russell. 

 

We entered through the main gate into Whitwell Woods to walk down the main driveway listing 

flowers as we went along.  Not so many flower species this year in view of a heatwave in the UK 

over the last 6 weeks. 

 

We strolled down to the centre of the woods noting several butterflies and the flora as we went.  At 

the first crossing of paths we saw our first Silver-washed Fritillary which caused great excitement.  

This was followed by 4 more of varying shades.  Buff-tailed and Red-tailed Bumble Bee and Carder 

Bee were also noted. 

 

We continued to the perimeter path which took us down to Bondhay Dyke.  We walked alongside the 

stream and came to a natural spring named “Ginny Spring” where the water is drinkable.  Jim’s dog 

Ben had a good drink just to prove it!  Further along on the border between South Yorkshire and 

North East Derbyshire was a boundary marker stone with the initials DL (Duke of Leeds) on the 

South Yorkshire side and DP (Duke of Portland) on the N.E. Derbyshire side.  In this area we came 

across Tinder (Hoof) fungus (Fomes fomentarius) and further along a good showing of Fairy Bonnet 

fungus (Coprinellus disseminatus) in a dead tree stump.  Whitwell Woods has a long history and in 

the area near the stream there are several crags where signs of the Iron Age have been found and also 

remains of caves which were probably used as shelter.  The area is likened to a “mini” Creswell Crags.  

Lime Kilns were present and Charcoal burning was also carried on in the woods for many years, and 

up to recent times, but now unfortunately this practise has ceased. 

 

We had our packed lunch at a picnic table in the shade opposite a sunny glade.  Wasps were in good 

numbers and a bit of a nuisance, but being the “true” naturalists we are we humanely persuaded them 

to move along!!! 

 

After lunch we continued along a path towards the pond which was very low in water but still 

supporting White Water Lily and Water Mint.   The sun was too hot for us to linger so we carried on 

along a shaded path from where we could the loud calling from a family of Sparrowhawk.  Back to 

another section of the perimeter path we made our way back to the cars.  By now the sun was beating 

down so we decided to call it a day. 

 

          Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

Flowers   47    Birds     9    Insects    15   Amphibian  1   Mammal   1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Flowers     Birds 

 

Angelica     Nuthatch   

Betony      Woodpigeon 

Black Knapweed    Robin 

Bramble     Carrion Crow 

Broad-leafed Willowherb   Collared Dove 

Burdock     Blue Tit 

Common Gromwell    Jay 

Common Hemp Nettle   Wren 

Common Ragwort    Sparrowhawk 

Corn Mint      

Cow Parsnip 

Creeping Buttercup    Mammals 

Creeping Thistle 

Cuckoo Pint     Mole hills 

Daisy 

Dandelion 

Dock sp.     Fungi 

Enchanter’s Nightshade 

Eyebright     Tinder fungus 

Field Bindweed    Fairy Bonnets fungus 

Field Poppy 

Great Willowherb    Amphibian 

Hart’s Tongue Fern 

Hemp Agrimony    Common Frog 

Herb Robert 

Hogweed     Insects 

Marsh Thistle 

Meadow Sweet    Holly Blue 

Meadow Vetchling    Meadow Brown 

Nettle      Red Admiral 

Nipplewort     Small White 

Pineapple Mayweed    Brimstone 

Red Bartsia     Green-veined White 

Red Clover     Speckled Wood 

Ribwort Plantain    Peacock 

Rose Bay Willowherb    Silver-washed Fritillary 

Rowan 

Silverweed     7 spot Ladybird 

Spear Thistle 

St. John’s Wort sp.    Carder Bee 

Tufted Vetchling    Buff-tailed Bumble Bee 

Upright Hedge Parsley   Red-tailed Bumble Bee 

Water Mint     Ruddy Darter Dragonfly 

White Water Lily                                           Southern Hawker Dragonfly 

Woundwort 

Yarrow 

Yellow Pimpernel 

 














