
Visit to Potteric Carr Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve – January 8 2017 

 

7 members met at Greendale at 8.30 a.m. for the trip in 2 cars to Potteric Carr. 

 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Charles Seymour, Brian Smithson and Malcolm Swift. 

 

We arrived at the newly upgraded (November 2016) reserve.  New car park and Visitor Centre with café. 

We took the path anti-clockwise around the large site.  The weather was dry with light cloud and about 9°C. 

 

Blackbird, Chaffinch and Great Tit were the first on our list.  As we approached the now defunct Kingfisher 

Tearooms Linda paid a visit to the still functioning toilet leaving Mick, Eileen & Graham waiting outside.  On 

hearing the cry of “Deer” from Eileen,  Linda dashed back outside to witness 4 Roe Deer appear from the 

woods on the right hand side of the path, trot down the path for a few yards and then disappear in the reeds on 

the left.  A great sighting, unfortunately missed by the other 3 members who had gone into Willow Pool Hide. 

 

However, Willow Pool Hide wasn’t short of mammals as approximately 12 Brown Rats were taking advantage 

of the bird feeders in front of the hide.  They appeared to be picking up pebbles and also stealing fat balls etc. 

and running off with them to their nests.  One even chased a Grey Squirrel away!  A female Pheasant was 

Hoovering up everything on the main bird table whilst several Moorhens mingled with the rats picking up any 

overspills.  

 

Although Bittern had been sighted recently we were unlucky as we peered out of Piper Marsh Hide hoping for a 

glimpse.  A skein of Greylag Geese flew overhead as did a sole Cormorant.  There were many Shoveler, 

Mallard, Teal and Gadwall on the reserve.  Two Snipe were spotted at the foot of the right hand island.  As we 

left the hide our attention was brought to a small flock of Lesser Redpoll in a tree over the path. 

 

We made our way round to the Roger Mitchell Hide where we ate our packed lunch.  Our group were sitting on 

different sides of this large hexagon shaped hide when Brian and Charles drew our attention to 2 Water Rail 

within a few feet of a Moorhen.  This gave us a chance to note the actual size difference in these similar birds, 

the Water Rail being much smaller.  Gulls included Black-headed, Common, Lesser Black-backed and Great 

Black-backed and Herring. 

 

As we continued around the perimeter of the reserve we noted our first flower of the day a pink form of Yarrow 

which had a 7 spot Ladybird on the stem.  Other botanical specimens of White Dead Nettle, Goat’s Beard 

(Travellers Joy) and Hart’s Tongue Fern were added to our list. 

 

From Duchess Hide we had good sightings of Treecreeper, Goldcrest and Long-tailed Tit from the left hand 

side of the hide. 

 

We re-traced our steps and under the bridge noticed a small shoal of Perch in the waterway.  In the small car 

park behind the old tearooms a small flock of Siskin were present.  We then took the path parallel to the railway 

line (crossing of the line is no longer permitted).  We were on the lookout for Earth Star fungus and were not 

disappointed.  There were more specimens than we have ever seen before!  This concluded a good day with a 

varied list of sightings. 

 

Birds  44  Flora  3  Mammals  3 Insects  1  Fungi  7 

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Birds       Flora    Mammals   

 

Blackbird      Goat’s Beard   Brown Rat 

Black-headed Gull     Hart’s Tongue Fern  Roe Deer 

Blue Tit      White Dead Nettle  Grey Squirrel 

Canada Goose      Yarrow 

Carrion Crow 

Chaffinch 

Coal Tit 

Common Gull      Fungi    Insects    

Coot 

Cormorant      Blushing Bracket  7 Spot Ladybird 

Dunnock      Tinder Fungus 

Gadwall      Sulphur Tuft 

Goldcrest      Candle Snuff Fungus 

Goldfinch      Birch Polypore (Piptoporus betulinus) 

Great Black-backed Gull    Trametes Versicolor 

Great Tit      Earth Star Fungus 

Greenfinch 

Grey Heron 

Greylag Goose 

Herring Gull 

Lapwing 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Lesser Redpoll 

Little Egret 

Long-tailed Tit 

Magpie 

Mallard 

Moorhen 

Mute Swan 

Pheasant 

Pied Wagtail 

Pochard 

Reed Bunting 

Robin 

Shoveler 

Snipe 

Teal 

Treecreeper 

Tufted Duck 

Water Rail 

Willow Tit 

Woodpigeon 

Wren 

Sisklin 

 

 
















